
GRADE LEVEL 
 Eighth Grade

TIME REQUIRED 
 120-135 minutes 

GUIDING QUESTIONS 
 1.  What were the working conditions like in early mines that led to unionization?
 2.  Who were the key people involved in the development of labor in West Virginia?
 3.  How did government and companies respond to unions and workers in the early twentieth century? 

STRATEGIC VOCABULARY  
 labor union  
 strike   
 yellow dog contract  
 scab   
 scrip 
 collective bargaining 
 lock-out  

LESSON ACTIVITIES 
 1. Students will work in groups to develop a newspaper on the Mine Wars in West Virginia.   
     Teachers will need to assess what programs are available to students when developing  
     their newspapers. For a simple template for the project, use Microsoft Word. The page can be  
     formatted with columns, with a header added for the titles. Microsoft also offers various  
     templates that could be downloaded and adapted.   
 2. Give students a list of requirements to be included in the assignment.  The requirements can be  
     adjusted to meet time requirements.  Students should be encouraged/required to use pictures from 
                e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia to include in their project.  (For the sample newspaper  
     that is included in this lesson, articles were copied and pasted from e-WV website.  For  
     the assignment, students need to read and summarize articles in their own words.)

West Virginia

Objective: Students will learn about the Mine Wars and the role they 
played in the labor history of West Virginia.
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 3. Here are examples of the kinds of things students could be required to include in  
     their newspaper:  
     l Summaries of two major events that occurred during the Mine Wars.  (e.g. Paint Creek,  
        Matewan, Blair Mountain, Miners March, etc.)
	 		l A biography of one key person.  (e.g., Sid Hatfield, Governor Henry Hatfield, Frank  
        Keeney, Bill Blizzard, Don Chafin, etc.)
	 		l An advertisement encouraging people to join one of the unions.  
	 		l A letter to the editor, written about one of the mine disasters or working conditions.
	 		l At least one picture that depicts one of the articles included in the paper.  
	 		l A map depicting the location of major events included in the newspaper articles.
 4. Here are links to some of the articles that could be used:  
	 		l Labor History: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1271
	 		l The Mine Wars: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1799			
	 		l United Mine Workers of America: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/835
	 		l Mother Jones:  http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1053
	 		l Paint Creek-Cabin Creek Strike:  http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1798
	 		l The Battle of Blair Moutain: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/532
	 		l Ephraim Franklin Morgan:  http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/2046
	 		l The Baldwin-Felts Detective Agency:  http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/333
	 		l Matewan Massacre: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1576
	 		l Sid Hatfield: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/282
	 		l Bill Blizzard:  http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/545
	 		l Frank Keeney:  http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1172
	 		l Henry D. Hatfield:  http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/280
	 		l William Ellsworth Glasscock:  http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/2119

WEST VIRGINIA NEXT GENERATION  
CONTENT STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 

SOCIAL STUDIES
 SS.8.24 : Demonstrate an understanding of West Virginia’s development during the early twentieth cen  
  tury.
  • Analyze the evolution of the labor movement in West Virginia.
  • Summarize the progressive reform movement in West Virginia (e.g., child labor laws, Prohibi-  
  tion, improvements to roads, hospitals, libraries, tax reforms, changes to local govern   
  ment systems and the roles of significant individuals and groups).
  • Summarize the political, social and economic situation in West Virginia following World War I,  
  including progress in suffrage for women, improvements in daily life in urban/rural areas,   
  Roaring 20’s and developments in industry.
  • Explain the effects of the Great Depression and the lasting impact of New Deal programs on   
  West Virginia, including the Homestead Projects.
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 SS.8.8: Analyze the impact of absentee ownership, renewable and nonrenewable natural resources, labor  
  unionization and the development of infrastructure on the economic growth of West Virginia  
  (e.g., railroad, major highways, internet and cellular service).
 SS.8.17: Analyze the geographic factors that led to development of agricultural, coal, glass, chemical 
  metallurgic and tourism industries in West Virginia (e.g., floods and coal mining disasters). 
 SS.8.13: Label the four major physical geographic regions, major rivers, landforms, natural/manmade  
  borders, points of interest and bordering states on selected maps. 

.  

Lesson plan created by Jason Villers, Charleston Catholic High School, jasonvillers28@yahoo.com.
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