
The Great

Objective: Students will gain a better insight into the economic 
conditions that existed in West Virginia during the Great Depression.
Students will learn about programs instituted by the federal and state 
government to deal with the crisis.  
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GRADE LEVEL
 Eighth Grade

TIME REQUIRED 
 50 minutes

GUIDING QUESTIONS  
 1.  What were the economic conditions that led to the Great Depression in the 1930s?
 2.  What steps did the federal and state governments take to combat unemployment?
 3.  How did the political landscape change in West Virginia as a result of the Great Depression?

STRATEGIC VOCABULARY 
 depression 
 mechanization  
 New Deal   
 shantytowns 

LESSON ACTIVITY
 Provide students with copies of the Scavenger Hunt. Have them go to the following articles in e-WV to   
	 find	the	answers:		
  • The	Great	Depression:	http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/2155
  • William	Gustavus	Conley:	http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1506
  • Herman	Guy	Kump:		http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1262
  • New	Deal:		http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/2265
  • Civilian	Conservation	Corp:		http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1195
  • Works	Progress	Administration:	http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1350
  • County	Poor	Farms:		http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1649
  • Matthew	Mansfield	Neely:	http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1628
  • Tygart	Valley	Homesteads:		http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/804
  • National	Recovery	Administration:		http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/2264

Depression



  • Arthurdale:	http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/298
  • Eleanor:		http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/2177
  • Tax	Limitation	Amendment:		http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/688

WEST VIRGINIA NEXT GENERATION  
CONTENT STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES

SOCIAL STUDIES
	 SS.8.24:	Demonstrate	an	understanding	of	West	Virginia’s	development	during	the	early	twentieth	cen	
  tury.
	 	 •	Analyze	the	evolution	of	the	labor	movement	in	West	Virginia.
	 	 •	Summarize	the	progressive	reform	movement	in	West	Virginia	(e.g.,	child	labor	laws,	Prohibi	
	 	 tion,	improvements	to	roads,	hospitals,	libraries,	tax	reforms,	changes	to	local	government	sys	
	 	 tems	and	the	roles	of	significant	individuals	and	groups).
	 	 •	Summarize	the	political,	social	and	economic	situation	in	West	Virginia	following	World	War		
	 	 I,	including	progress	in	suffrage	for	women,	improvements	in	daily	life	in	urban/rural	areas,		
	 	 Roaring	20’s	and	developments	in	industry.
 Explain the effects of the Great Depression and the lasting impact of New Deal programs on West Vir 
	 ginia,	including	the	Homestead	Projects.
 
	 SS.8.8:	Analyze	the	impact	of	absentee	ownership,	renewable	and	nonrenewable	natural	resources,	 
  labor unionization and the development of infrastructure on the economic growth of West  
	 	 Virginia		(e.g.	railroad,	major	highways,	Internet,	and	cellular	service).

Lesson plan created by Jason Villers, Charleston Catholic High School, jasonvillers28@yahoo.com.
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