
Explorers of

Objective: Students will understand the contributions made  
to Western Virginia by various explorers.

e-WV Lesson Plan

GRADE LEVEL 
	 Eighth Grade

TIME REQUIRED
	 Two to three class periods

GUIDING QUESTIONS	
	 1. Who were the explorers that contributed to present West Virginia?
	 2. How did the various explorers contribute to present West Virginia?

STRATEGIC VOCABULARY
	 Gabriel Arthur
	 Morgan Morgan
	 Batts and Fallam	
	 Louis Michel
	 Celoron de Blainville	

LESSON ACTIVITIES 
	 Materials needed: Construction paper, colored pencils, markers, copy paper (four sheets per student), 		
	 graphic organizer, articles from e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia. 
	
	 1. Print a copy of the following articles prior to class:
	 • Gabriel Arthur: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/297   
	 • Morgan Morgan: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/2047   
	 • Batts and Fallam:  http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/408    
	 • Louis Michel: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1774  
	 • Celoron de Blainville: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1033    
	 • Needham and Arthur: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1620   
	 • Patrick Gass: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/2085 
	 • John Peter Salling (Salley): http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/167      
	 • Christopher Gist: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/2113   

Needham and Arthur
Patrick Gass
John Peter Salling
Christopher Gist
Alexander Spotswood

Joist Hite
Thomas Walker
John Lederer	
Abraham Wood
Marlin and Sewell

Page 1 e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia

Western Virginia



	 • Alexander Spotswood: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/537  
	 • Joist Hite: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/429   
	 • Thomas Walker: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/883
	 • John Lederer: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1332   
	 • Abraham Wood: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1335    
 	 • Marlin and Sewell: http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1508  
	 2. Place (glue/tape) each article onto a larger piece of construction paper/poster board. The articles are 

short and can be combined with another explorer. Also, by combining explorers, the number of groups 
will be shortened as well. Number the pages/articles to help facilitate “rotation” of information. Sug-
gested numbering system: 1, 1A; 2, 2A; 3, 3A; etc. Articles concerning Morgan, Hite, Marlin, and 
Sewell should be placed together as they represent a common time period.

	 3. Begin the class with a general discussion of exploration and the settlement of Virginia. Introduce the 
idea of how exploration shaped West Virginia.

	 4. Divide the students into groups—one group for each set of numbered pages. There should be seven 
groups in total.

	 5. Rotate the articles through the groups, allowing them to work together to complete the attached graph-
ic organizer. Appoint a reader for the group to read the articles aloud. This task may rotate through the 
group.

	 6. Allow approximately seven minutes for article readings. May use a timer/stopwatch or download 
timer from Internet to install on computer.

	 The rotation schedule for each group/articles should look like this:

		  Group 1	 1, 1A	 2, 2A	 3, 3A	 4, 4A	 5, 5A	 6, 6A	 7, 7A, 7B
		  Group 2	 2, 2A	 3, 3A	 4, 4A	 5, 5A	 6, 6A	 7, 7A, 7B   1, 1A
		  Group 3	 3, 3A	 4, 4A	 5, 5A	 6, 6A	 7, 7A, 7B   1, 1A   2, 2A
		  Group 4	 4, 4A	 5, 5A	 6, 6A	 7, 7A, 7B    1, 1A    2, 2A    3, 3A
		  Group 5	 5, 5A	 6, 6A	 7, 7A, 7B    1, 1A    2, 2A	 3, 3A	 4, 4A
		  Group 6	 6, 6A	 7, 7A, 7B    1, 1A	 2, 2A	 3, 3A	 4, 4A	 5, 5A
		  Group 7	 7, 7A, 7B    1, 1A    2, 2A	 3, 3A	 4, 4A	 5, 5A	 6, 6A

	 7. All groups will read the articles and complete the graphic organizer for each set of explorers.
	 8. Once all groups have read the articles and completed the graphic organizer, lead a discussion  
	     regarding the various explorers.
		  9. Distribute four 8½ x 11 sheets of paper to each student. Have students fold these papers in a book 	
		     fold. (The following portion of this assignment may be given as homework, if desired.)
	 10. Students are to create a book entitled “Explorers of West Virginia.”  Use the front page to design a 	
	       cover for the book. Be sure that students put their names on this title page as well.
	 11. Create one page for each explorer, using information from their graphic organizer to complete the 	
	       page. Included on each page should be a picture of something that would remind the students of this	
      	        explorer (not necessarily a person). These books may be displayed in the classroom, library/media     	
	       center, or in the hallway.
	 12. Ticket Out The Door: Students are to name three of the major explorers of present West Virginia and 	
	       their contributions.
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WEST VIRGINIA NEXT GENERATION  
CONTENT STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES 

SOCIAL STUDIES
	 SS.8.20: Demonstrate an understanding of the settlement of Western Virginia and the United States by 		
		  Native Americans and Europeans.
		  • Differentiate between the cultures and daily life of the Native Americans.
		  • Summarize the history of European exploration and settlement in western Virginia from the 		
		  first endeavor of John Lederer through the settlement period including Morgan and other impor-		
		  tant explorers and settlers.
	 Explain the role of western Virginia in the French and Indian War.

Lesson Plan Created by Paula Meadows, Sherman Junior High School, pmeadows@access.k12.wv.us.
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